Almost every country has been significantly affected by the COVID-19 pandemic, and many have been in a state of lockdown to slow the spread of the infection. The scientific community has been working tirelessly to combat the disease and its adverse effects.

For this reason, *Cognitive Computation* has decided to release a dedicated special issue, with a focus on data-driven artificial intelligence (AI) approaches and their applications in combating COVID-19. Springer Nature has signed a joint statement committing to share research data and findings relevant to the outbreak. As such, we aim to make relevant research quickly available to researchers studying the pandemic and its effects.

This special issue will contain papers that consider AI methods in COVID-19-related data collection, prediction and awareness measures in regional and global cases, tracking of COVID-19 infection transmission, monitoring patients at home, and more. We are interested in healthcare-related content, including methods to detect, diagnose, and treat COVID-19, hospital management for healthcare professionals during COVID-19, and intelligent bioinformatics approaches toward drug design. We also hope to include papers that will explore AI methodologies to aid with future pandemic prevention.

For further information, please visit: <https://www.springer.com/journal/12559/updates/17958332>.
